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Established in 2017, the Middle East LNG Institute examines the evolution of LNG in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) as the region transitions from a net-exporter to a net-
importer. The Institute’s mission is to facilitate the region’s community of LNG stakeholders and share knowledge and best practices. The Institute also provides the insights needed 
to successfully navigate through what are still uncharted waters for many Middle Eastern energy stakeholders. 

The Institute provides a single, independent and trusted platform for knowledge exchange, data gathering and intelligence sharing for stakeholders. These are crucial tools as the 
region explores comprehensive solutions to rebalancing one of the starkest juxtapositions in the global energy market. The Middle East is home to more than 40% of global gas 
reserves, yet the volume of the region’s LNG imports is climbing as domestic demand outpaces pipeline supply. The status quo is being rewritten – new demand, new supply, new 
hubs – and an ability to flex to these dynamic conditions will create the winners of a market that is nearing the top of the global energy hierarchy.
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In 2014, the Middle East imported 5.9bn cubic metres of gas as LNG 
– just under 2% of the global total LNG imports, according to Platts 
Analytics’ Eclipse Energy. By end-2016, LNG imports had moved to 
28.6bn cubic metres a year —7.9% of the global total. The IEA also 

expects the region’s demand for natural gas to double from current 
levels by 2040.
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In June, the EU agreed a 32% 
EU renewable energy target 
for 2030, and Spain became 
the first EU state to create 
a Ministry for Ecological 
Transition from merging 
the former Ministries for 
Environment and for Energy. 
Is it possible to get left behind 
in the great energy transition 
and miss out on its economic 
rewards, now estimated at $1 
trillion per year?
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https://gulfnews.com/business/energy/sharjah-aims-at-increasing-gas-production-1.61575593
http://www.tankstoragemag.com/display_news/10473/Uniper__amp__Titan_LNG_to_boost_LNG_Wilhelmshaven_storage_functionality/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-germany-energy-nordstream/omv-defends-nord-stream-2-gasunie-supports-german-lng-terminal-idUSKCN1PG2D9
https://www.gulf-times.com/story/620014/Future-is-for-LNG-as-derivatives-trading-takes-off
https://www.forbes.com/sites/judeclemente/2019/01/22/saudi-arabia-ventures-into-u-s-natural-gas/#7637ffc50a19
http://www.thegulfintelligence.com/en/gi-publications/energy-outlook-q1-2019
http://www.thegulfintelligence.com/en/gi-publications/energy-outlook-q1-2019
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