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Foreword

Total is proud to be a part of  The Abdullah Bin Hamad Al-Attiyah International Energy Awards, 
which celebrates the contributions by men and women of  exceptional qualities, who have dedicated 
their time and energy to serving our industry, with great passion. The recognition of  such eminent 
personalities occurs after a very selective process chaired by His Excellency Abdullah Bin Hamad Al-
Attiyah, who himself  is the best example of  these qualities.

This unique celebration demonstrates the full broadness and diversity of  our industry, and its impact 
on many other sectors. It particularly emphasizes some prerequisites which are key to the world of 
energy: the need for flexibility, innovation and constant interaction in our forever changing world, 
where all the players have earned our attention.

In Qatar, Total strives every day to demonstrate these constant changes. We do so while maintaining 
a level of  excellence in our operations and in our collaboration with our institutional and industrial 
partners. We do so with due respect to Qatar our host country, and its vision for the future of  its citizens.

As we come near to celebrating 80 years of  continuous activity in Qatar, it is with great pride that 
we support this year’s Abdullah Bin Hamad Al-Attiyah International Energy Awards, as well as the 
personalities that are honored today and all our distinguished guests.
One can appreciate and recognize the importance of  these distinctions as examples for today and 
tomorrow, and this adds all the value to their contributions. 

For us in Total Group, Christophe de Margerie who we are honoring tonight has left a mark in our 
spirits with his immense contribution to the development of  the energy industry and his unwavering 
commitment to promote excellence.

Guillaume Chalmin
Total E&P Qatar Managing Director & Group Representative

Celebrating outstanding personalities
Total, being the only international oil company active in all branches of  
Qatar’s oil and gas sector, has had an uninterrupted presence of  close to 80 
years in the country. Today their activities include exploration & production, 
refining & petrochemicals, and the marketing of  lubricants.

In addition to operating the Al Khalij offshore field located 120 kilometres 
north-east of  Doha, Total owns significant interests in the most prominent 
energy joint-ventures in Qatar, including Qatargas 1 & 2, Dolphin Energy 
which provides UAE and Oman with natural gas from Qatar; Ras Laffan 
Refinery, Qapco and Qatofin which was a joint venture to build the largest 
ethane cracker in the world.

Total bases its success to its experienced staff and highly respected technical 
expertise. It’s involvement in the local community complements its extensive 
operational portfolio.

The Total Research Centre-Qatar (TRC-Q) Located in Qatar’s Science 
and Technology Park, the Total Research Center-Qatar (TRC-Q) is part 
of  a global network of22 R&D facilities run by the Group. The   centre   
implemented a   US$25   million investment  plan for its first five years 
of  operation, covering joint research, training and technical assistance 
to local industry, notably QP, Qatargas and Dolphin Energy. Besides 
research, TRC-Q is active in academic partnerships and supports student 
development at Qatar University. 

Support for Education: Total  supports  job   creation   and   career 
development  for  Qataris by  offering  improved access to high education 
through initiatives such as The Total Scholarship  Programme started in 
2004 which sponsors talented engineers from Qatar Petroleum,  and  other  
industries,  to complete their master degree studies in science or business in 
France. Total also sponsored lectures by Total experts to students in various 
universities, in addition to its internship program and annual Total Summer 
School in Paris.
 
Sports as a main tool to remove barriers:  As a partner of  the Qatar Tennis 
Federation, Total is the title sponsor of  the Qatar Total Open and  the Total 
Qatar National Junior Youth Tournament. Total is also a partner of  the 
Qatar Equestrian Club, sponsoring two of  its signature events, the Qatar 
Prix de  l’Arc de  Triomphe  in Paris  and  the  Emiri Sword Race in Doha. 

Commitment to environmental development through its Environmental 
Monitoring Plan, which is part of  the internationally certified environmental 
management system, ensuring that Total complies with applicable laws and 
specifications. Total has also partnered with Qatar Environment and Energy 
Research Institute (QEERI) for its air quality and water management 
project. Total’s five-year research project on CO2 conversion was selected 
by 
Qatar National Research Fund, with a grant of  5 million US$ for the 
partners involved namely Texas A&M University in Qatar, Qatar University 
and North Western University.



The Abdullah Bin Hamad Al-Attiyah International Energy Awards 
has been conceived to celebrate the legacy of  H.E. Al-Attiyah by 
rewarding individuals for their Lifetime Achievement in advancing 
fields of  work and policy that emulate His Excellency’s 40 years of 
distinguished contribution to the global energy industry. The Nominees 
are recognized for an outstanding record of  accomplishment in their 
sector over the whole of  a career, acknowledging individuals who have 
made an exceptional impact on the energy industry with distinct personal 
achievements for a consistent and prolonged period of  engagement.

Vision of the Awards 
• To be the pre-eminent international prize in recognizing Lifetime 
Achievements in the global energy industry.

Chairman         		�H   E Abdullah Bin Hamad Al-Attiyah

Vice Chairman 		�H   E Dr. Ibrahim B. Al-Ibrahim

Board Member  		�H   E Abdulaziz Ahmed Al-Malki

Board Member  		�H   amad Rashid Al-Mohannadi, CEO, RASGAS

Board Member  		�N   asser Khalil Al-Jaidah, CEO, QPI 

Board Member  		�   Saad Sherida Al-Kaabi, President & CEO, QP

Foundation MD 		�   Reda Ibrahim Ali

Mission of the Awards 
•  To honor and continue H.E. Al-Attiyah’s legacy of  stewardship and 
leadership in the advancement of  partnership, sustainability, development, 
transparency and cooperation in the global energy industry.

• To celebrate individuals for their Lifetime Achievement in advancing fields 
of  work that emulate His Excellency’s 40 years of  distinguished contribution to 
the global energy industry.

• To recognize individuals: 

• for an outstanding record of  accomplishment in their sector over the whole 
of  a career

• who have made an exceptional impact on the energy industry with distinct 
personal achievements for a consistent and prolonged period of  engagement

• who have demonstrated solutions that address the global challenges of 
energy security, energy access, transparency and economic development.

THE ABDULLAH BIN HAMAD AL-ATTIYAH
INTERNATIONAL ENERGY AWARDS  

– Lifetime Acheivement –

THE ABDULLAH BIN HAMAD AL-ATTIYAH 
FOUNDATION FOR ENERGY & SUSTAINABLE 

DEVELOPMENT 

– Board of  Trustees –

Lifetime Achievement Awards for the Advancement of:

• Qatar Energy Industry
• OPEC
• Producer-Consumer Dialogue
• Education for Future Energy Leaders
• International Energy Journalism



Nobuo Tanaka is President of  The 
Sasakawa Peace Foundation as of  April 
1st, 2015. As Executive Director of  the 
International Energy Agency (IEA) from 
2007 to 2011, he initiated a collective release 
of  oil stocks in June 2011. He also played a 
crucial and personal role in the strengthening 
of  ties with major non-Member energy 
players, including China and India. He 
began his career in 1973 in the Ministry 
of  Economy, Trade and Industry (METI), 
and has served in a number of  high-ranking 
positions, including Director-General of  the 
Multilateral Trade System Department. 
He was deeply engaged in bilateral trade 
issues with the US as Minister for Industry, 
Trade and Energy at the Embassy of 
Japan, Washington DC. He has also served 
twice as Director for Science, Technology 
and Industry (DSTI) of  the Paris-based 
international organization, OECD.

H.E Dr Ibrahim Ibrahim is the 
Economic advisor at Amiri Diwan and 
appointed as the Secretary General for 
the General Secretariat for Development 
Planning.  Dr Ibrahim sits on a number 
of  Boards; Vice Chairman at RasGas and 
Qatar Gas Companies Limited, Qatar 
Development Bank; and as member of 
Qatar Central Bank, Qatar Foundation 
Advisory Board, Qatar Petroleum and 
Supreme Council for Economic Affairs and 
Investment. He served as Associate Professor 
Business, Economics and Quantitative 
methods at University of  Hawaii, Director 
of  OAPEC and Senior Economist at 
Oxford Institute for Energy Studies. Dr 
Ibrahim holds a Ph.D. from New York 
University and is recipient of  awards from 
Abdulla Bin Hamad Al-Attiyah, MEED, 
Oil & Gas Magazine, CWC World Energy 
Summit, Qatar International Business 
Women Forum and National Human Rights 
Committee (UN).

THE ABDULLAH BIN HAMAD AL-ATTIYAH 
INTERNATIONAL ENERGY AWARDS 

- Selection Committee 2015 -
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Professor Tan Chorh Chuan is President 
of  the National University of  Singapore. He 
concurrently serves as the Chairman of  the 
Board of  the National University Health 
System, Deputy Chairman of  Singapore’s 
Agency for Science, Technology and 
Research, and Director of  Monetary 
Authority of  Singapore. He is the Chair 
of  the World Economic Forum’s Global 
University Leaders Forum and a member of 
the Forum’s Global Agenda Council on the 
Future of  Jobs. He is a Fellow of  the Royal 
College of  Physicians of  London and of 
Edinburgh, American College of  Physicians 
and Royal Geographical Society, UK. 

Dr. Daniel Yergin is Vice Chairman of 
IHS and Founder of  IHS Cambridge Energy 
Research Associates. Time Magazine said, “If 
there is one man whose opinion matters more 
than any other on global energy markets, it’s 
Daniel Yergin.”  A Pulitzer Prize winner for his 
book The Prize, Dr. Yergin is the author of  the 
new bestseller The Quest: Energy, Security, 
and the Remaking of  the Modern World, 
which The Economist called “masterly” and 
the Financial Times declared “a triumph”. Of  
Dr. Yergin’s book Commanding Heights: the 
Battle for the World Economy, the Wall Street 
Journal said, “No one could ask for a better 
account of  the world’s political and economic 
destiny since World War II.” In 2014, India’s 
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh presented 
Dr. Yergin a Lifetime Achievement Award. Dr. 
Yergin holds a B.A. from Yale University and 
a Ph.D. from Cambridge University, where he 
was a Marshall Scholar.

Walid Khadduri is member of  Arab 
Thought Forum, Oxford Energy Club 
and co-founder Arab Energy Club. He is 
an alumnus of  Michigan State and Johns 
Hopkins University. Mr Khadduri was a 
Researcher at the Royal Scientific Society, 
Director at the Institute for Palestine Studies 
and Instructor of  Political Science at Kuwait 
University. His energy career began as 
Director at OAPEC and then as Managing 
Director and Chief  Editor of  MEES. He 
writes for Al Hayat, previously as editor 
and now as a columnist. Mr Khadduri is 
the recipient of  several journalism awards 
from two OPEC Summits, The Association 
for Energy Economics, Iraqi Economic 
Network and the Abdullah Bin Hamad Al-
Attiyah International Energy Awards

Dr. Aldo Flores-Quiroga is Secretary 
General of  the IEF since January 2012. 
Before joining the IEF Dr. Flores-Quiroga 
served in the Mexican government as 
Assistant Secretary for International Affairs 
at the Ministry of  Energy, and as Assistant 
Secretary for Bilateral Economic Relations 
at the Ministry of  Foreign Affairs. He was 
also a professor of  political economy at 
the Claremont Graduate University in 
California. He studied Economics at the 
Autonomous University of  Nuevo León, 
in Mexico and earned his Ph.D in Political 
Science-International Political Economy, at 
the University of  California, Los Angeles.

Dr. Shihab-Eldin is Research Associate 
of  the Oxford Institute for Energy Studies, 
and member of  the  Board of  Directors 
of  the Schlumberger SBC Energy Institute 
and member of  the International Advisory 
Board of  the King Abdullah Petroleum 
Studies & Research Center. He was Director 
at Department of  Technical Co-operation 
at IAEA, Director of  Regional Office, and 
Thrice of  Representative at UNESCO. In 
addition to serving as Director General of 
Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research, Vice 
Rector for Academic Affairs and Physics 
Professor at Kuwait University, he was 
Research Physicist at Lawrence Berkeley 
National Laboratory in the USA. Dr. Shihab-
Eldin is the Director General of  Kuwait 
Foundation for Advancement of  Sciences 
and former Board Member, and was Acting 
Secretary General & Director of  Research, 
OPEC. Dr Shiba-Eldin received a B.Sc., 
M.Sc. and Ph.D. (Nuclear Engineering) from 
University of  California. He has lectured 
and researched at Kuwait University, the 
Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory, the 
University of  California, European Nuclear 
Research Center, Energy and Environment 
Policy Center at Harvard University, Belfer 
Center for Science and International Affairs, 
MIT, and Vienna Business School.



GUIDELINES FOR THE SELECTION OF SUCCESSFUL 
AWARD WINNERS 
This is open to an individual with an outstanding record of  achievement in 
the advancement of  the international energy industry and/or energy policy, 
but should not currently be an executive employed by an International Oil 
Company. 
 
Nominees may come from a variety of  backgrounds, including academic, 
political, technical, industry, business or media fields. A strong candidate 
will have made an exceptional impact on their field with distinct personal 
achievements over at least three decades. They should be an inspirational 
individual, and through their contribution and/or leadership, their work will 
have reached far beyond their own actions and affected people, companies 
and/or nations.
 
Key Criteria for Nominees to Make it On to 5-Person Shortlist in Each Category: 
1. Impact 
• An outstanding record of  accomplishment in their sector over the whole 
of  a career.
• Clear, significant and sustained positive impact in their sector over many 
decades.
• Demonstrated commitment to further the advancement of  the energy 
industry as a whole, for example through advocacy, stakeholder engagement, 
international partnership, education, media, and standards development.

2. Leadership & Partnership 
• Widely recognized as an outstanding and inspirational figure in their field, 
with much of  the impact attributable to this individual having been brought 
about through other people, as a result of  the candidate’s qualities.

3. Innovative and Creative Thinking 
• Clear individual contribution to the development of  innovative solutions, 
services or initiatives with tangible benefits.

4. Long-Term Vision 
• An exceptional impact on the energy industry with distinct personal 
achievements for a consistent and prolonged period of  engagement.
• Clear vision for the long-term future of  energy and its place and role in the 
world, which drives on-going work and new initiatives. 

Selection Process 
Step 1: A group of  internationally renowned energy figures, including 
former winners of  the Al-Attiyah Awards, are invited each year to join the 
volunteer Selection Committee.

Step 2: The 7-person International Selection Committee and the awards 
producer submit nominees that meet the above criteria for the five award 
categories -- Qatar; OPEC; Producer-Consumer Dialogue; Education; 
Journalism -- which delivers a shortlist of  five nominees for each category.

Step 3: The 7-person International Selection Committee independently 
scores every nominee in each of  the five Award categories for their 
performance on each of  the above 4 Criteria.

Step 4: The scores of  the 7-person Selection Committee are aggregated 
and the nominees are ranked in accordance with their total points tally.

Step 5. His Excellency Al-Attiyah each year selects one additional 
outstanding individual to receive an Honorary Lifetime Achievement 
Award for the Advancement of  International Energy Policy & Diplomacy.

THE ABDULLAH BIN HAMAD AL-ATTIYAH
INTERNATIONAL ENERGY AWARDS

– Nominee Selection Process –

Reda Ibrahim Ali holds a Bachelor’s 
degree in Computer Information System 
with a minor in Business Administration from 
University of  Wisconsin, USA and Master 
Degree in International Management from 
University of  Phoenix, USA. During the 
last 23 years, Mr. Ali has assumed many 
responsibilities at Qatar Petroleum (QP) in 
various positions. He joined QP in 1990 as 
Programmer Analyst at the Information 
Technology Department; in 1993 Senior 
Information Analyst at Corporate Planning 
Department; in 1996 Head of  Information 
Analysis at Corporate Planning Department; 
in 2006 Assistant Manager of  the Business 
Environment Division at Corporate 
Planning Department; in 2009 Manager of 
Energy Policy and International Relations 
Department. In 2012, Mr. Ali was appointed 
as Project Direct COP18 (Climate Change 
Conference) and in 2014 he was appointed 
as an Advisor at QP Managing Director 
Office. In addition, Mr. Ali Project Directed 
the implementation of  Enterprise Resource 
Planning (ERP) for Qatar General Electricity 
and Water Corporation “KAHRAMAA” 
(from 2000 to 2003); and Project Directed the 
20th World Petroleum Congress (from 2010 
to 2011). 

THE ABDULLAH BIN HAMAD AL-ATTIYAH 
INTERNATIONAL ENERGY AWARDS 

- Organising Committee 2015 -

Sean Evers is founder and Managing 
Partner of  Gulf  Intelligence. Sean has spent 
his career building ground-breaking media 
enterprises, starting with the award winning 
Punchbag Productions across Britain and 
Ireland, securing top award at the 1992 
Edinburgh Festival. In the mid-1990s Sean 
Evers was appointed Cairo correspondent 
for The Financial Times. In 1997 he was 
recruited by Bloomberg to open up the 
Middle East commencing in the UAE and 
over the following decade he built-out the 
U.S. media company’s regional network of 
bureaus from Cairo to Tehran, culminating 
in 2008 in Dubai being designated as the 
firm’s fourth global hub. He attained a BA 
in Politics & Economics from the University 
of  Notre Dame in Indiana in 1988, and 
went on to secure his LLB law degree at the 
National University of  Galway, Ireland.

Annette Bontke speaks 4 languages and is 
a Director at Gulf  Intelligence. Her career 
spans over 15 years in the Public Affairs 
and Communications industry across three 
continents – US, Europe & Asia – where she 
specialized in directing strategic campaigns 
for new media and technology companies. 
Following a successful engagement as 
the European Communications Director 
for Yahoo!, Annette unleashed her 
entrepreneurial prowess and founded 
a communications consultancy in Italy 
working with multinationals and intra-
governmental organizations.  Her 
consultancy clients included advising 
the UK Government and the European 
Union on initiatives to bolster their critical 
infrastructure protection. Annette has a BA, 
and earned an MA Hons in Interpreting & 
Translating from Heriot-Watt University, 
Edinburgh, Scotland.



Guest 
of 

Honour

His Excellency 
Abdullah Bin Hamad Al-Attiyah

His Excellency Abdullah Bin Hamad Al-Attiyah is the Chairman of 
Abdullah Bin Hamad Al-Attiyah Foundation for Energy & Sustainable 
Development. Formerly, he was the President of  the Qatar Administrative 
Control and Transparency Authority as well as the President of  COP18/
CMP8 Doha and the Chairman of  the Higher Organizing Committee. 
 
H.E. Al-Attiyah, born in Qatar in 1952, has more than 30 years’ experience 
in the energy industry and has held a variety of  senior leadership positions 
within the government of  Qatar. In 1992, H.E. Al-Attiyah was appointed 
Minister of  Energy & Industry and Chairman & Managing Director of 
Qatar Petroleum, before being entrusted with the additional responsibility 
of  Second Deputy Prime Minister in 2003. Four years later he was promoted 
to Deputy Prime Minister and, in 2011, was appointed Chief  of  the Emiri 
Diwan.
 
H.E. Al-Attiyah has served as Chairman of  Qatar’s Planning Commission 
and was elected Chairman of  the United Nations Commission on 

Sustainable Development in 2006. Currently, he serves as Chairman of  the 
Board of  a number of  organizations, including Qatar General Electricity 
and Water Corporation, which among other environmental projects, is 
exploring the use of  solar energy for electricity supplies. 

During his illustrious career, H.E. Al-Attiyah, who is also on the board of 
directors of  Gulf  Air, has received a number of  awards and honors including 
the Grand Cross in the Order of  the Orange Nassau, conferred by Queen 
Beatrix of  the Netherlands, and the Grand Cordon of  the Order of  Rising 
Sun, awarded by Emperor Akihito of  Japan in recognition of  H.E. Al-
Attiyah’s contribution to promoting bilateral relations between Qatar and 
Japan. 

H.E. Al-Attiyah was also conferred the Necklace of  Independence award by 
His Highness Sheikh Hamad Bin Khalifa Al-Thani, the Emir of  Qatar, for 
his work in championing Qatar’s commitment to transparency in business 
and governance, and for his efforts to promote the national economy.



the 
winners

~ Lifetime Achievement Awards ~



Mr. Nasser Al-Jaidah joined Qatar Petroleum in 1977 after graduating 
with a degree in Geology and Petroleum Engineering.  

Mr. Al-Jaidah currently holds the positions of  Chief  Executive Officer, 
Board Member and Chairman of  the Executive Committee of  Qatar 
Petroleum International, and Board Member and Chairman of  the 
Audit Committee of  Qatar Petroleum. He has held several management 
positions during his 36 years with Qatar Petroleum. 

Mr. Al-Jaidah is also a board member of  Qatargas and Vice Chairman 
of  the Qatargas Executive Committee, Vice-Chairman of  Qatar Fuel 
Additives Co., Vice Chairman of  Tasweeq and a Board Member of 
Industry Qatar. He is a

Board Member of  the Society of  Petroleum Engineers (SPE), the 
American Association of  Petroleum Geology (AAPG), a member of  the 
Advisory Council (Parliament) in the State of  Qatar, and a Member of  the 
Provisional Arab Parliament.  

Nasser Khalil Al-Jaidah
CEO, QPI    

Lifetime Achievement Award for the  
Advancement of  the Qatar Energy Industry



Dr. Ramzi Salman began his professional career lecturing at Baghdad 
University in 1962, before joining the Iraq National Oil Company (INOC) 
and heading the petroleum engineering sector until the nationalisation 
of  the Iraq Petroleum Company (IPC) in 1972. Thereafter, Dr. Salman 
worked on establishing SOMO, the state oil marketing organisation, and 
served as CEO for 20 years. Relocating to Vienna in 1991 as Deputy 
Secretary General of  OPEC serving two consecutive terms. Dr. Salman’s 
last professional relocation was to Doha in 1997, as senior advisor to the 
Minster of  Energy and CEO of  Qatar Petroleum (QP).

Dr. Salman was instrumental in the establishment of  the Petroleum 
Engineering Department at Baghdad University, INOC and SOMO during 
his time in Iraq. He represented Iraq on OPEC’s Board of  Governors and 
on several other international forums. 

He was an active participant and contributor to the IEF (International Energy 
Forum) since its foundation and was Qatar’s representative on its board until 
2013; as well as being the secretary of  Qatar National Committees for the 
World Petroleum Congress and World Energy Council until 2011.

Dr. Salman was decorated by the Republic of  Brazil for his role in developing 
its bilateral relations with Iraq. He was also decorated by the Republic of 
Austria for his contribution towards strengthening OPEC–Austria relations 
and his collaborations during his time working in Vienna.

Dr. Salman has first-class honours BSc in Petroleum Engineering and a PhD 
in Chemical Engineering, both from the University of  Birmingham. He is 
an honorary fellow in the Centre for Petroleum and Mineral Law and Policy 
at the University of  Dundee. 

Dr. Ramzi Salman, has been involved in the oil industry for more than half  a 
century. Currently, Dr. Salman resides in Ireland with his wife and extended 
offspring. Spending his days learning the new from his next generation but 
yet still admiring the oil scene from afar, not helping himself  ponder why we 
don’t learn from history…

Dr. Ramzi Salman
Former Deputy Secretary General, OPEC 

Lifetime Achievement Award for the Advancement of 
the Organization of  Petroleum Exporting Countries



Dr. Fatih Birol is the Chief  Economist of  the International Energy Agency 
in Paris. He is responsible for the IEA’s flagship World Energy Outlook 
publication, which is recognized as the most authoritative source of  strategic 
analysis of  global energy markets. He is also the founder and chair of  the IEA 
Energy Business Council, which provides a forum to enhance cooperation 
between government and industry.

Dr. Birol has been named by Forbes Magazine among the most powerful 
people in terms of  influence on the world’s energy scene. He is the Chairman 
of  the World Economic Forum’s (Davos) Energy Advisory Board and has 
served as a member of  the UN Secretary-General’s ‘High-level Group 
on Sustainable Energy for All’. He is the recipient of  numerous awards 
from government and industry for his contribution to energy and climate 
economics. Most recently, in 2013, he received the Japanese Emperor’s 
Order of  the Rising Sun, the country’s highest honour. He has also been 

Dr. Fatih Birol  
Chief  Economist & Director, Global Energy Economics,  

International Energy Agency

Lifetime Achievement Award for the  
Advancement of  Producer-Consumer Dialogue

decorated by the governments of  Austria (Golden Honour Medal), France 
(Chevalier dans l’Ordre des Palmes Académiques), Germany (Federal Cross 
of  Merit), Iraq, Italy (Order of  Merit of  the Republic), the Netherlands, 
Poland, Turkey, the United States and the Russian Academy of  Sciences. 
He is a past winner of  the International Association of  Energy Economics’ 
award for outstanding contribution to the profession.

Prior to joining the IEA in 1995, Dr. Birol worked at the Organisation of 
the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) in Vienna. A Turkish citizen, 
Dr. Birol was born in Ankara in 1958. He earned a BSc degree in power 
engineering from the Technical University of  Istanbul. He received his MSc 
and PhD in energy economics from the Technical University of  Vienna. 
In 2013, Dr. Birol was awarded a Doctorate of  Science honoris causa 
by Imperial College London. He was made an honorary life member of 
Galatasaray Football Club in 2013.



Giacomo has had a non-conventional teaching career. He has never held a 
full-time academic job, but always combined teaching with policy research, 
consulting or jobs in the oil and gas industry. He believes that this is the key 
to ensuring the relevance of  his teaching.

Giacomo studied at the Universities of  Rome, Yale and Harvard. He first 
became acquainted with the problems of  the international oil industry while 
at Harvard, when he took the course jointly offered by the MIT, the Harvard 
Graduate School and the Harvard Business School 

He began his career as an economist at the Bank of  Italy (1972-74), the 
Bank’s main analyst for oil price developments. In 1974 he left for the 
IstitutoAffariInternazionali (IAI). 

In 1986 Giacomo moved to Los Angeles where he taught in the Economics 
Department at UCLA as visiting professor from 1986 to 1988. In 1988 
he left Los Angeles for Riyadh to consult on Saudi Arabia’s economic 
development. He left Riyadh in 1990, but continued to consult on Saudi 
economic development issues until 2009.

From 1990 to 2000 he worked for ENI, the Italian Oil Company during 
which time he also taught at Sciences Po in Paris from 1994 to 1997 and, 
from1997, at the Bologna Center of  the School of  Advanced International 
Studies of  Johns Hopkins University. In Bologna, where he taught until 
2010, he began offering his flagship course on the Politics and Economics of 
International Energy.

In June 2000 he left ENI for the European University Institute in Florence. 
In 2006 he moved to Geneva, and in 2009 started offering his course on 
Politics and Economics of  International Energy at the Graduate Institute of 
International and Development Studies in Geneva.  

In 2010 he was called to establish a Master in International Energy at the 
newly established Paris School of  International Affairs of  Sciences Po. The 
Master, with an entirely original curriculum and attracting as faculty many 
of  the best European experts in the field, accepts approximately 60 students 
per year from all over the world.

In 2010 Giacomo, in association with John Gault and Alexander van de 
Putte, started working on the establishment of  a Master of  Advanced 
Studies (Executive Master) in International Oil and Gas Leadership at the 
Graduate Institute of  International and Development Studies in Geneva. 
Since then, this Master has completed three cycles in Geneva and was once 
offered in house to a select group of  managers of  a major Gulf  National 
Oil Company.

In January 2015, Giacomo launched a MOOC (Massive Open Online 
Course) entitled Politics and Economics of  International Energy, which had 
4’000 students enrolled.

Professor Giacomo Luciani
Executive Master in Oil & Gas Leadership, IHEID, Geneva  
and Master in International Energy, PSIA, SciencesPo, Paris

Lifetime Achievement Award for the Advancement 
of  Education for Future Energy Leaders



Dr. Pierre Terzian is President of  PETROSTRATEGIES S.A., a Paris-
based consulting and publishing firm specialized in energy issues, established 
in 1985. He is editor in chief  of  PETROSTRATEGIES (weekly) and 
EUROP’ENERGIES (monthly) newsletters specialized in oil, gas and 
electricity issues. He holds a doctorate in Petroleum Economics from the 
Université de Paris I (Panthéon Sorbonne). He also studied Philosophy at 
the French university of  Beirut.

From 1976 to 1985, he was Deputy Director of  the Arab Petroleum 
Research Center, Paris.

From 1982 to 1987, he lectured in Petroleum Economics (subjects: E&P 
contracts; OPEC) at the Université de Grenoble, France.

From 1983 to 1984, he advised state-owned DEP on oil and exploration 
matters in Greece.

In 1990 and 1991, he conducted a series of  studies on behalf  of  the French 
Ministry of  Finance on refining and petroleum product distribution in 
France, in view of  the forthcoming liberalization of  European markets.

From 1992 to 1997 he acted as an advisor to the Armenian government on 
energy issues.

Dr. Pierre Terzian
President & Editor-in-Chief, Petrostrategies

Lifetime Achievement Award for the Advancement 
of  International Energy Journalism

In 1997, the French Government’s Commissariat Général du Plan 
commissioned him to study the outlook for natural gas in France’s energy 
strategy for the period 2010-2020.

He was also a special invited foreign expert at the working group on the 
2030 Energy Plan of  the Kingdom of  Belgium

Since 1985, he is adviser of  various energy companies.

Dr. Terzian has published three books:

Prices, Revenues and Oil E&P Contracts in Arab Countries and Iran, 1982
OPEC, the Inside Story, 1983
Le gaz naturel, perspectives pour 2010-2020, 1998

Honors

Order of  Francisco Miranda, President of  the Republic, Venezuela, April 
1989
Special Distinction of  the President of  the Republic, Armenia, September 
1996
Order of  MekhitarHératsi, President of  the Republic, Armenia, May 2004
Order of  Gregory the Great, Pope Benedicts XVI, Vatican, February 2010

Born in 1948, Dr. Terzian is a Lebanese and French national. He is married; 
one son.



“Nothing beats the warmth of  face-to-face communication and a handshake. 
You can never win a contract over the phone.” - Christophe de Margerie

Born on 6th August 1951 in France’s Vendée region, Christophe de 
Margerie started his career at Total in 1974, immediately after graduating 
from the École Supérieure de Commerce business school in Paris. He used 
to say that he chose Total not out of  a love for oil, but because it was the 
company closest to where he lived. He would end up spending 40 years - his 
entire career -  there.

Christophe held a number of  positions in Finance and in Exploration & 
Production at Total, following which he was appointed President, Total 
Middle East in 1995. During his tenure there, he acquired unsurpassed 
negotiating skills, winning several contracts for the company. “The Middle 

East is where I came into my own,” he would later confide.

Four years after that he was appointed President, Exploration & Production 
at Total. In 2000, after the creation of  TotalFinaElf  following Total’s 
merger with PetroFina and then Elf, Christophe became Senior Executive 
Vice President, Exploration & Production.

Having served as President of  Exploration & Production since January 2002, 
he was elected Total Director during the Annual Shareholders’ Meeting 
convened on 12 May 2006. 

On 14 February 2007, he became Total’s Chief  Executive Officer and 
was Chairman and CEO starting 21 May 2010 until his tragic death in an 
airplane accident in Moscow on 20 October 2014.

Christophe de Margerie
Former Chairman & CEO, TOTAL S.A.

Honorary Lifetime Achievement Award 
for the Advancement of  International Energy 

Policy & Diplomacy



EPILOGUE
by

Sean Evers
Managing Partner, Gulf  Intelligence

Gulf  Intelligence is deeply honored and humbled by the trust bestowed on 
us by His Excellency Abdullah Bin Hamad Al-Attiyah when he accepted 
our proposition to design and build a commemorative legacy project in his 
honor after his retirement in 2011 from two-dynamic decades as Qatar’s 
Minister of  Energy & Industry, and Chairman & Managing Director 
of  Qatar Petroleum -- and from that fountain of  belief  emerged the 
International Energy Awards for Lifetime Achievement in his name.

Tonight, a few short years later, we celebrate the third group of 
distinguished Award winners who join an elite group of  now some 20 
Energy Elders from across the world who all embody the great traits of 
His Excellency Al-Attiyah -- leadership, partnership, creativity and vision 
to deliver impact.

In the spirit of  no man is an island, I would like to take this opportunity 
to acknowledge another great man who stood alongside HE Al-Attiyah 
for most of  the 20 years I have had the absolute pleasure to know them 
both, His Excellency Abdulaziz Bin Ahmad Al Malki, who earlier this 
year was appointed Qatar’s Ambassador to Italy -- his wisdom, guidance 
and good old fashioned work ethic were critical to establishing the Al-
Attiyah Awards as the preeminent award for lifetime achievement in the 
international energy industry. 
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