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s one who doesn’t typically like to subscribe to the language 
of hyperbole exaggeration, after 10 days travelling around 
the U.S., it appears to me that there is no other way to 

describe the midterm elections on Nov. 6th as anything other than a 
referendum on whether or not to crown President Donald Trump as 
Emperor of America. 

It is somewhat irrelevant whether you or I agree or disagree with 
this framing, because that is certainly how Donald J. Trump will 
interpret victory as meaning to him. And let’s just be clear - retaining 
control of both Houses of Congress will be a massive political victory 
for the billionaire New York real-estate mogul and the Republican 
Party he towers over.

Perhaps one has to go back half a century to the election of Richard 
Nixon as President in 1968 to find a comparable seminal moment in 
U.S. history when so much was at stake. At that moment in time, it 
was the escalation of the Vietnam War and the domination of the 
Military Complex over U.S. life vs. the progressive outlook agenda 
of gender and racial equality as advocated by President John F. 
Kennedy and his successor President Lyndon Johnson. 

Fyi, this battle for the future of America is still on-going and Nov. 
6th is shaping up to be a major confrontation in this long 50-year 
rupture -- and make no mistake about it, if the recently self-declared 
‘Nationalist’ President Trump and his political party of increasingly 
far-right populist policies were to achieve victory in this election one 
month after securing a conservative majority on the Supreme Court, 
it could mark the death knell for liberal democracy as we know it. 

No pressure then voters.
Do I sound like I am exaggerating yet? I make no apologies! This 

is serious. As a young journalist, you are always taught to find out 
what’s at stake to determine the news value of a story – well here 
goes. 

The end of Robert Mueller’s investigation. The loss of health 
insurance for several million people. New laws that make it harder 
to vote. More tax cuts for the rich. More damage to the environment 
as climate change is ignored irrevocably and Judicial independence 
evaporates. If you don’t believe me, then these are just some of the 
consequences identified last week by the New York Times, the 167-
year old newspaper with the largest circulation in the U.S.

Through the election cycle, President Trump has continuously 
denigrated the performance of the Chairman of the U.S. Federal 
Reserve and the country’s Attorney General, and in so doing he 
erodes the critical perception of these institutions and their leaders, 
both men he appointed, as competent independent stewards of the 
country’s money supply and judiciary respectively. 

It would seem that the gloves have come off in the final weeks of 
the election cycle as the consequences of victory or loss emerge in 
ever starker crystal clarity, with a man arrested in Florida over the 
weekend for making death threats against high-profile Democrats 
who have been vocal in their opposition to Trump’s policies. 

The remaining threads of hope for bipartisan cooperation finally 
shed their facade during the recent confirmation hearings for the 
Supreme Court Justice Brett Kavanaugh when he broke with historic 
precedence for sitting judges staying above the political fray, and he 
himself made a partisan attack on the Democrats for challenging his 
nomination.

Whatever happens in the mid-term election, the U.S. political 
system built on the separation of powers across 3 independent 
pillars – the Executive, the Legislative and the Judiciary – is most 
likely to be tested as rarely before. 

“You cannot be civil with a political party that wants to destroy 
what you stand for, what you care about,” Hilary Clinton declared in 
the aftermath of the confirmation hearings for the highest court in 
America. “Civility in America can only begin again if Democrats win 
back the House or Senate,” the former Secretary of State declared.

Whether the Democrats win the House and commence proceedings 
of investigation against the sitting President, or if the Republicans 
retain control of the House and President Trump perceives that 
achievement as a license to impose his authority across all branches 
of government, in either case the foundations of liberal democracy 
in America and across the world could face their sternest challenge 
in 250 years.     

In stepping back briefly from the imminent escalation of 
turbulence in the day-to-day political discourse, one can only hope 
that in a country which hosts more than half of the world’s top-100 
universities, from Harvard to MIT, to Duke, Stanford and beyond, 
that there will be sufficient depth of intelligence and wisdom within 
U.S. society to ensure all of the pillars of an open democracy are 
protected over the long-term to serve future generations. ■
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