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It is easy to feel deeply distressed if you are 
an arab these days. the arab spring has 
turned into stormy wintertime in this part of 

the world. states have been destabilized by up-
risings that have accomplished very little good. 
lives have been lost, yet dignity in the full sense 
of the word has not been restored. Economies 
have been destroyed and prosperity seems like 
an ever more elusive objective. 

Just look at the map! gulf countries are be-
coming more preoccupied with their own do-
mestic issues, slashing investments and reducing 
their interest in and support of regional issues; fo-
cusing instead on dealing with the  ‘new normal’ 
oil price. meanwhile, north african arab countries 
are focusing on their own domestic issues while 
they deal with domestic terrorism and with a 
more challenging European landscape. But, the 
biggest tragedy is in the levant, where old bor-
ders are being redrawn with its peoples’ blood 
and where foreign interference and meddling 
into the domestic affairs of these countries are at 
unprecedented levels. 

the world is also witnessing unprecedented 
events marked by the rise of populism and xeno-
phobia. From the Brexit vote and the election of 
donald trump to the rise of the extreme right in 
Europe, a new culture of separation and isolation 
is gaining ground. 

in fact, it seems that the world order that 
emerged after WWii both economically and po-
litically is unraveling. 

With all these changes happening both glob-
ally and regionally at all political, economic and 
social levels, the picture in the arab World re-
mains very fuzzy, ambiguous and uncertain. this 
makes it  very difficult to construct a total pic-
ture of what lies ahead. the most that we could 
do at the present is to draw some observations 
and quick conclusions and to try to come up with 
some recommendations and guidelines. 

in this context, i will list the top five priorities 
that i believe should be adopted by the incoming 
us President for our arab region. Here is my take:

1. Founding permanent rather than transitory 
solutions to the festering problems of the re-
gion.  the arab-israeli conflict in Palestine, syr-
ia and iraq, as well as libya and yemen. these 
open wounds provide fertile ground for all kinds 
of evils starting with dictatorships and violent 
extremism. ultimately, this leads to further insta-
bility. 

2.  recognizing that extremism on one side can-

not be permanently defeated by extremism by 
the other side. therefore, the war on isis cannot 
be won by the militias that are ravaging cities and 
entire regions in iraq and in syria and introducing 
religious, sectorial and ethnic cleansing in large 
swaths of these two countries.

moreover, isis cannot be defeated by allowing 
more intervention from iran and its client mili-
tias. on the contrary, this continued intervention 
would fuel further extremism and more violence 
in the region. Hence, since it is essential to stop 
the destabilizing role of the iranian intervention 
in the region, it is very important to concentrate 
on the real underlying issues and problems in the 
arab region that are causing discontent; exclu-
sion, anger, increasing unemployment and pover-
ty and distressed economic and social conditions.

the new us President may have to realize that 
it is in his country’s national interest to support 
and help the arab region by properly addressing 
these challenging issues to further stability in the 
region and beyond.

3. strengthening and empowering arab moder-
ates. this region should not be ruled by extrem-
ism and it should not move backward when the 
entire world is moving forward. 

it is also important to empower and encour-
age arab states like lebanon that respect human 
rights, democracy and good governance to stay 
the course. this particularly applies to states that 
are currently fighting terrorism. in this context, it 
is important that the us (as well as saudi arabia) 
continue to support the lebanese armed forces, 
which have made a significant difference in the 
fight against terror. 

4. recognizing that it would be in us’ national in-
terest as well as the interest of the region for the 
us to invest in the social and economic develop-
ment in the arab region.

in this global low-growth environment, the 
arab world, with its huge pent-up demand and 
untapped resources, could provide a much-need-
ed growth engine for the region and beyond if 
stability and security were re-established.

5. Pursuing an even-handed policy regarding 
the arab-israeli conflict, abandoning the idea of 
moving the us Embassy to Jerusalem and exert-
ing us influence over israel to abandon its expan-
sionist settlement practices, thus allowing for the 
two-state solution to proceed. 

But this does not mean we do not have a re-
sponsibility as arabs. one of the questions i was 

asked to comment on for this conference was 
how can we as arabs navigate the rising global 
tensions. 

i say this very simply. Building civil states in 
which representative institutions that underline 
equal rights and obligations are the real protec-
tors of all components of our diverse societies, in-
stead of exacerbating tension by bringing up the 
devils of sectorial and religious divisions. Engag-
ing in regional or global wars that tend to sup-
port a sect, or ethnicity is a wild adventure that 
would only lead to further chaos and destruction. 
only building the civil state and giving back to 
our youth the idea of belonging to an arab na-
tion rather than to a religious sect, or to an ethnic 
group would create a real and common sense of 
belonging. it would also bring a recognition of 
common interests among the various compo-
nents of the societies of the islamic countries as 
well. thus, a real contribution could be made to 
help the arabs in building a better future for the 
arab youth.

moreover, it is high time for the arabs and the 
iranians to look for and develop their common 
abundant interests, thus turning swords into 
ploughshares and turning their differences into 
new opportunities for progress and prosperity. 
this would be achieved by recognizing three key 
points:

a/ the politics of fatigue. the need
to stop wasting limited and shrinking
economic resources and missing non-recurring 
opportunities both in iran and the arab World.

B/ the benefits that would accrue to all islam-
ic countries by avoiding further seditions within 
islam.

c/ reducing tensions and extremism within the 
two islamic sects and consequently avoiding the 
grave risks of maintaining the status quo of con-
frontation. 

this would require iran to recognize the need 
to stop meddling in the domestic affairs of the 
neighboring arab countries through exporting 
a “revolution” that is empowered by a theory 
of “wilayat al fakih” across national and political 
borders. By the same token, the arab countries 
must recognize that iran is a neighbor that should 
be respected and dealt with on equal footing 
with other neighbors. a serious and determined 
dialogue must start as soon as possible based on 
the aforementioned recommendations. ■


